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imputed to the psychologist that does not belong to him alone. 

The article by Mr. E. A. Doll in the present number is an ex- 
cellent setting forth of the scientific aims and ideals of the "psy- 
chological profession." 

Robert H. Gault. 



MONOGRAPH NO. 3 



We are glad to announce that Criminal Science Monograph No. 3, 
supplement to this Journal, will be ready from the press of Little 
Brown & Co. about the end of September. It will be a volume of 
upwards of 325 pages entitled, "The Unmarried Mother." The 
author is Percy G. Kammerer of Boston. There will be an introduc- 
tion by Dr. William Healy, Director of the Judge Baker Foundation 
of Boston, formerly of Chicago. No book on this subject has been 
published in our country for twenty years. For this reason and be- 
cause of its quality, Mr. Kammerer's book will find an eager reception. 

Robert H. Gault. 



PRISON RIOT IN ILLINOIS 



Within the week beginning on June 3 disgraceful riots occurred 
in the state prison at Joliet, Illinois. So formidable was the outbreak 
that a body of state militia encamped in the vicinity of the city had 
to be summoned to aid the prison authorities to restore order and 
to quench the fires that were soon raging in various quarters of the 
prison. 

Certain Chicago papers attributed the disturbance to the "honor 
system" in particular and in general to "sentimentality" in the treat- 
ment of criminals. This "sentimentality" is alleged to have expressed 
itself with especial virulence in the form of letters addressed to the 
prisoners by a group of women who are members of a league that 
devotes itself in part to alleviating in this manner the tedium of the 
convict's life behind the walls. These letters had been allowed to 
pass freely to the prisoners, but now the prison authorities cut off 
the supply, and the riot followed apace. 

In the first place it is footless to attribute this affair to the honor 
system for the obvious reason that there never has been such a system 
in vogue at Joliet in the sense in which the phrase "honor system" 
has gained currency in the course of the last few years. Of course, 
there were "trusties" within the walls — there have probably been 
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"trusties" in every prison since the year one in the history of penology. 
There were privileges also for the convicts; among others that of 
receiving letters some of which happened to be of the ultra sentimental 
sort such as the Chicago Tribune and other papers delighted to quote. 
The granting of no such privilege, however, is an essential of the 
honor system. The letters quoted are proof enough of the sentimental 
quality of some people, viz., the writers. They do not establish the 
sentimentality of all those who write and speak for progressive pen- 
ology, and it is silly to cite such inane letters in support of the propo- 
sition that the sentimentality of the public is responsible for the 
Joliet riots. The public may be ever so "sentimental;" every citizen 
of the commonwealth may be employed in addressing mushy letters 
to the state's prisoners; but if the prison administration will intelli- 
gently discriminate between fit and unfit letters and hold up the unfit, 
it is difficult to understand how "sentimentalism" on the outside, ex- 
pressed in such letters, can cause prison riots. Responsibility for 
such affairs rests upon prison authorities themselves and they cannot 
evade it, as the Chicago Evening Post has, well said. They cannot 
defend themselves against a charge of incompetence by pointing at 
the public. 

While we are thinking of a particular disturbance in a particular 
prison it may be worth while to say that we shall never have safe, 
sane, progressive prison administration without intelligent officials 
who are open-minded toward the results of scientific research in 
Criminology and willing to try a hand at administration in the light 
of the best available scientific knowledge in this field. This is a call 
to strong men. If we are to have weak or ignorant men or both weak 
and ignorant men in official positions in our penal systems it is better 
that they follow the easy road: stay in the ruts of custom. 

Robert H. Gault. 

THE JUDGE BAKER FOUNDATION 



The Judge Baker Foundation of Boston is related to the Juvenile 
Court of that city practically as the Juvenile Psychopathic Institute 
of Chicago, during the first five years of its history, beginning with 
1909, was related to the corresponding court in Cook County, Illinois. 
It is a clinic, privately endowed, for the intensive study of baffling 
cases of children who fail to do satisfactorily under probationary treat- 
ment. In the langauge of the charter of the Foundation: 

"The corporation is constituted for the purpose of promoting 
the better understanding of juvenile delinquents and the better ascer- 



